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¢ Although the concept of “political thought” constitutes one of the central
¢ notions in the works of Tabatabai and in his analysis of the history of political
. thought in Iran, a careful examination of his writings reveals that this concept
¢ is not employed in a single, static definition. Rather, it is used and referenced

within a conceptual system and across multiple levels, acquiring diverse
meanings and functions in relation to various components of his theoretical
framework. This study, adopting an analytical-conceptual approach and
focusing on a close reading of Tabatabai’s primary texts, aims to investigate
the semantic structure of the conceptual system of political thought in his
works and seeks to clarify the essence of this concept in connection with
the overall architecture of his theoretical framework. The findings indicate
that Tabatabai, on the one hand, employs the notion of political thought in a
philosophically-centered and narrowly defined sense, aligned with political
philosophy and rational practical wisdom; on the other hand, within a
broader framework, he conceives it as an integrated system of reflection on
power relations and the organization of political life. A semantic examination
of this conceptual system demonstrates that the concept acquires distinct
and differentiated meanings depending on its relation to the various layers
of his theoretical apparatus. The diversity in the application and function

i of the concept of political thought in Tabatabai’s works results from its
. multiple roles within these different layers. This research thus provides the
. possibility of a more precise and nuanced understanding of the internal logic
¢ of Tabatabai’s works and of his method for theoretically structuring the

history of political thought in Iran.
Keywords: Political Thought, Conceptual System, History of Political Thought in
Iran, Seyyed Javad Tabatabai, Political Philosophy.
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The 12-Day War between Iran and Israel is one of the most controversial
contemporary military conflicts in the Middle East, provoking conflicting
claims about self-defense, preemptive war, and security necessity. This article
uses the framework of just war theory and focuses on its contemporary readings
: in the works of Michael Walzer to assess the moral and normative aspects of
this war. The central question of the research is whether Israel’s military action
can be interpreted as a legitimate and morally justified preemptive or preventive
attack. In order to answer this question, and using Walzer’s theory, the war
is assessed based on the criteria of (justice in war) and (justice during war).
i The findings show that, according to the criteria of Michael Walzer’s just war
theory, Israel was not facing an actual or imminent armed attack or threat from
Iran at the time of the operation, and therefore the “just cause” condition in the
sense of legitimate defense was not met. In addition, the existence of active
diplomatic channels and ongoing nuclear negotiations undermine the “last
i resort” condition. An analysis of the objectives and consequences of the war
¢ shows that the “reasonable probability of success” condition was also not met
and the declared objectives, including the destruction of the nuclear program
and the establishment of a sustainable deterrent, were unattainable, at least in
the short term. At the level of justice during the war, international evidence
i and reports indicate widespread civilian casualties and damage to civilian
E infrastructure, which reinforces the violation of the principles of proportionality
and distinction. In summary, the article concludes that the 12day war between
Iran and Israel did not meet the necessary moral conditions from the perspective
of just war theory, neither at the beginning nor during it.

: Keywords: Twelve-Day War, just war, unjust war, Michael Walzer, peace.
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2. Preemptive war
3. Just War Theory
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2. De facto
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The concept of popular consent occupies a central place in theories of political
legitimacy, both in modern political philosophy and in contemporary Islamic
political jurisprudence. Its significance lies in the fact that any account of legitimacy
that invokes the people must clarify what consent means, what normative force it
carries, and how it relates to political obligation and obedience. This article examines
the place of popular consent in the political thought of John Locke and Muhammad
Bagir al-Sadr, asking how consent functions in the establishment, actualization,
and continuity of legitimacy, and how A. John Simmons’s critique of consent theory
can illuminate the strengths and limitations of both models. Methodologically,
the study is qualitative and library-based, employing a conceptual-comparative
analysis. It first reconstructs Locke’s and al-Sadr’s accounts of consent within their
respective theoretical contexts, and then evaluates their implications for legitimacy
and political obligation through Simmons’s critical framework. The article argues
that, in Locke’s theory, consent serves as the founding source of political power
and the basis of the moral obligation to obey. Yet Locke’s reliance on tacit consent
exposes his theory to serious difficulties concerning the authenticity, voluntariness,
and measurability of consent. By contrast, al-Sadr does not treat popular consent
as the primary source of legitimacy; rather, he regards it as a condition for the
political actualization, continuity, and integrity of Islamic government. Consent
in al-Sadr’s model is realized through participation, bay a, public oversight, and
the “atmosphere of infallibility” (*jaww al- i ma*). The article concludes that
politically valid consent must be real, institutionally traceable, and accompanied by
effective possibilities of dissent, oversight, and restraint of power.

Keywords: Political obligation, Consent, Simmons, Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr,
Locke, Legitimacy.
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. The hadith “al-khayr kulluhu fi al-sayf” (“All goodness lies in the sword”)

has, in certain interpretations, been regarded as a textual foundation for the
primacy of coercive power in Islamic politics, thereby influencing modern
debates on religion and violence. The central question of this study is whether
the narration implies an exclusive identification of goodness with coercive
force, or whether it should be understood within a restricted and contextual
framework. Employing a descriptive-analytical method grounded in both

. isnad criticism and semantic analysis, this article re-examines the hadith

through the lenses of the Qur’an, Prophetic tradition, rational principles, and
ethical norms, situating it within a broader theory of power in Islamic political
thought. The findings indicate that although the narration possesses relative
chain-of-transmission credibility in major Imami sources—most notably
al-Kafi—its absolutist reading is incompatible with the comprehensive
framework of Qur’anic teachings, the Prophetic and Alid praxis, and the

i rational-ethical foundations of Islamic governance. The study argues that
i within Islamic political theory, coercive power is not an intrinsic end but

an exceptional and conditional instrument constrained by justice, necessity,
and legitimate defense, while moral legitimacy, dialogue, and social
justice remain foundational components of political order. Consequently,
reductionist readings that equate religion with hard power risk legitimizing
unregulated violence. A defensible understanding of the hadith, therefore,
requires a systematic interpretation embedded in ethical and jurisprudential

¢ rationality.
{ Keywords in Latin: Hadith of the Sword, Power, Islamic, Politics,

Religious Violence Comparison.
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Imam Ali’s (AS) confrontation with the Khawarij was a profound
political, social, and ideological challenge in Islamic history, the
- analysis of which can inspire contemporary leaders in managing
complex crises. The aim of this research is to analyze Imam Aliss
(AS) leadership in confronting the Khawarij based on Joseph Nyess
¢ «smart power) theory (a purposeful combination of soft and hard
- power). The objectives of the research include explaining Imam
Ali’s (AS) behavioral pattern within the framework of smart power,
identifying the components of soft and hard power used, evaluating
: the effectiveness of this approach in achieving security and ideological
goals, and extracting practical lessons for managing ideological-
security crises in the present era. The findings show that Imam Ali (AS)
intelligently implemented a harmonious combination of hard power
. (such as decisive military action in the Battle of Nahrawan in response
to terrorist violence) and soft power (including dialogue, debate,
and explanation of intellectual deviations, inspirational leadership
¢ based on ethics, environmental intelligence in recognizing the social
context, and flexible policies before conflict). This approach not only
established the security of the society, but also severely weakened the
ideological and popular legitimacy of the Khawarij. As a result, the
i theory of smart power in Imam Ali’s (AS) leadership model presents a
comprehensive model of smart leadership in crisis.

Keywords: Khawarij, Imam Ali (AS), Intelligent Power, Joseph Nye,

. Leadership in Crisis.
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