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This article, with a focus on the views of contemporary traditionalists
- particularly Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Ananda K. Coomaraswamy, and
Frithjof Schuon - examines the position of sacred art as an alternative
to modern and secular politics. Traditionalists, relying on the concept

© of the perennial philosophy (hikmat al-khalida), argue that sacred art

is not merely an aesthetic phenomenon but an objective manifestation
of the divine order and a reflection of political structures rooted in
tradition. Through its symbolic language, this art serves as a bridge
between the celestial realm (‘alam al-malakiit) and the terrestrial

- world (‘alam al-mulk), guiding society toward a transcendent order.

In contrast, modern art is subjected to radical critique as an
instrument that legitimizes the projects of secularism, humanism, and
individualism. The article demonstrates how sacred art can function

- asadiscourse of resistance against cultural colonialism and the crisis
. of meaning in the modern age, possessing the capacity to redefine the

relationship between politics, religion, and society.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method and through case
studies of art and architecture in contemporary Iran (including the

- architecture of the Imam Reza (AS) Shrine, coffee-house painting,

and revolutionary calligraphy), the article argues that sacred art is not
a museum relic but a living language for articulating a civilizational
alternative to the crises of the modern world.

Keywords: Sacred Art, Traditionalism, Modernity, Politics,

¢ Secularism, Perennial Philosophy.
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This study, posing the central question “What is the place of
political mysticism in the thought of Mir Seyyed Ali Hamadani,
and what model does he offer for an ideal government?”,
examines the relationship between spirituality and politics in his

© works. The necessity of this research lies in the fact that, although

numerous studies have addressed Hamadani’s mystical and ethical
dimensions, the political and social aspects of his thought have been
less systematically explored. The research employs a qualitative
approach based on content analysis of his two key works, Zakhireh-

. ye Moluk and Sab‘in, alongside historical and contemporary studies.

The findings indicate that Hamadani regards politics as part of the
path of divine knowledge and portrays the ruler as the “trustee of
the people and a seeker of the path of truth.” The objectives of an

i ideal government, from his perspective, include the realization of
© social justice, provision of welfare and development, expansion

of security, promotion of ethics and spirituality, and strengthening
of social cohesion. Thus, mysticism in Hamadani’s thought is not
a marginal aspect but the foundation of political legitimacy and

- stability. Revisiting this model may inspire the design of ethical and

people-centered governance in contemporary contexts.
Keywords: Mir Sayyid ‘Al Hamadani; political mysticism; aims
of government; ideal government; social justice; ethical governance;

Sufi political thought.
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Article Info Abstract

Article Type: Social reality and the diverse approaches to it have long attracted the
¢ attention of philosophers and sociologists. The aim of this article is
to examine the foundations of social reality from the perspectives of
four contemporary Muslim thinkers: Dr. Shariati, Dr. Nasr, Dr. Raji

Research Article

Received:

2025/10/04 i Faruqi, and Said Nursi. Explaining the underlying causes of divergence
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2025/12 /03 how social phenomena are analyzed. Given the nature of the research,
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on a substantive and comparative examination of the works of two Iranian
¢ thinkers, a Palestinian sociologist residing in the United States, and a
Turkish scholar—show that the Muslim thinkers’ perspectives on science
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and social reality, both in form and content, are not entirely independent
¢ of Western sociology. Nevertheless, there exist fundamental differences
between the two approaches. The holistic outlook of Muslim thinkers
toward both physical and metaphysical dimensions, their conception
:of the natural world, and their acceptance of social reality in relation
to divine revelation stand in contrast to the predominantly physicalist
orientation of Western philosophers and sociologists. This contrast
: ultimately leads to the formation of distinct foundational assumptions
and results in a different portrayal of social reality.

Keywords: Ismail Raji Faruqi, Said Nursi, Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Ali
i Shariati, Foundations, Social Reality.
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¢ This article employs an interpretive- inductive approach with a qualitative

comparative method, to investigates and contrasts the perspectives of two
prominent thinkers of the Muslim Brotherhood movement: Hassan al-Banna
(the founder) and Rashid al-Ghannushi (leader of the new generation).
The study focuses on their concepts of «party» (Hizb) and «partisanship»
(Tahazzub) within the Islamic political system. The central research question
is whether the ideological differences between these two thinkers, reflecting
the intellectual evolution of the Muslim Brotherhood across two distinct

historical periods, can be attributed to temporal, spatial, and politico-social

transformations. The research findings, derived from content analysis of
primary works and secondary sources, indicate that while both thinkers
emphasize the unity of the Islamic Ummah and the comprehensiveness of
Islam, Hassan al-Banna, within the context of colonial Egypt, adopted a
negative stance toward partisanship, viewing it as a factor of division and
weakening for the Islamic community. In contrast, Rashid al-Ghannushi,
operating in the political climate of Tunisia following his exile and in response

i to democratic developments, regards partisanship as a legitimate tool for
i political participation and power acquisition within the framework of Islamic

values. These differing perspectives stem more from the political and social
transformations of their respective intellectual and practical environments, as
well as a changing understanding of the role of parties in modern societies,
rather than fundamental ideological disagreements. Consequently, the
evolution of the Muslim Brotherhood’s thought from a resistance movement
to an institution-building political force demonstrates a form of ideological
flexibility in confronting new political realities.

Keywords in Latin: Akhvan al-Muslimin, Hasan al-Bana, Rashid

al-Ghanntish1, Party, Partisanship Islamic Political Thought, Ideological
Comparison.
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In contemporary political and theological thought, the human condition and
its relation to resistance have acquired fundamental importance amid the crisis
of modern rationality. Focusing on Imam Khomeini’s (r.a.) letter to Mikhail
Gorbachev, this study offers a philosophical rereading of the concept of the
theologically oriented human as the anthropological foundation of the theology of
resistance. The core issue addressed in this study lies in how the deadlock of the
self-sufficient, material conception of the human within the horizon of modernity
becomes, in Imam Khomeini’s thought, the ground for a transformation in

: the understanding of humanity, meaning, and political action through which
i resistance is elevated from a merely reactive practice to an existential and

theocentric horizon. Methodologically, the study adopts a qualitative approach
based on network oriented thematic analysis in conjunction with Quentin
Skinner’s intentional hermeneutics. Through this analytical process, more than
one hundred initial themes were identified and systematically organized into four
overarching axes: the theologically oriented human and the theology of resistance;
fitrah and monotheistic rationality; the critique of materialist anthropology and
the horizon of sacred meaning; and Islam as a system of epistemic and social
salvation. The findings demonstrate that within this framework, the theologically

i oriented human does not function as a merely ethical ideal, but rather as the pivotal
i axis that integrates meaning, power, and justice within individual and social life.

Accordingly, the theology of resistance is articulated as a coherent theoretical
possibility for confronting the crisis of the modern human and the semantic and
existential ruptures that accompany it.

Keywords: Theology of resistance, Tawhidi (unity-centered or monotheistic)
anthropology, Imam Khomeini, Gorbachev, thematic analysis, Quentin Skinner.
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The Giilen political-social discourse emerged in the 1970s around the central
signifier of “service” (hizmet) and gradually evolved into a transnational

: religious—social movement. Within this discourse, service to society is

articulated through concepts such as modern education, science, Islamic
ethics, and intercultural dialogue, forming a coherent chain of equivalence.
By synthesizing Islamic teachings with modern values, the Giilen discourse

i seeks to reconcile religious faith with scientific advancement while

emphasizing pragmatism, social responsibility, and the active role of civil
society. From the 1990s onward, the movement significantly expanded
its educational, academic, and philanthropic activities beyond Turkey,

i extending its reach to Central Asia, Europe, the United States, and Africa.

Employing Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory, this study examines
the transformation of the Giilen discourse in the context of hegemonic
crises and sustained political pressure, addressing how the discourse has

i undergone processes of change, contestation, and reconstruction over

time. The findings demonstrate that, in response to power struggles and
discursive exclusion, the Giilen discourse has strategically rearticulated its
religious and cultural foundations. In contrast to the authoritarian discourse

¢ of the Erdogan government—characterized by a crisis of meaning—

the movement has sought to maintain internal cohesion and diasporic
legitimacy through the reconstruction of its discursive order and a renewed
emphasis on service, education, and dialogue.

: Keywords: Discourse; Fathullah Giilen; Turkey; Representation; Religion

and Society
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