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Analysis of the Relationship Between Peace in the Mystical Thought and Practical Politics of
Imam Khomeini

Abstract

The concept of peace in the realm of theoretical mysticism, meaning inner peace or absolute
submission, stands in an apparently paradoxical relationship with what occurs in the realm of
political action, such as jihad, and there is no identity relationship between them. This research,
aiming to discover and explain the profound and systematic connection between these two
realms and to demonstrate how mysticism provided the theoretical basis and direction for his
(Imam Khomeini's) political actions concerning peace and war, seeks to answer the question:
What is the relationship between the concept of peace in the two fields of Imam Khomeini's
mystical thought and his practical politics?

The research method is a qualitative content analysis of mystical works and socio-political
literature with an interpretive-analytical approach based on a Gadamerian reading. The findings
of the article can be expressed as follows: Imam's mysticismis based on "substantive motion" (al-
harakat al-jawhariyyah) and practical conduct for the establishment of truth (haqgq). Therefore,
the desired peace is an "active," "justice-oriented" peace that "negates oppression," not a
"passive" and "submission-oriented" peace. Inherent peace (with God), just social peace, and
confronting oppression and the oppressor are levels of a single systemic thought. Consequently,
in Imam Khomeini's thought, practical politics oriented towards peace is identical to worship and

the manifestation of mystical conduct in the social arena.

Keywords: Imam Khomeini, mystical thought, practical politics, social mysticism, hierarchies of
peace
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