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In contemporary political and theological thought, the human condition and
its relation to resistance have acquired fundamental importance amid the crisis
of modern rationality. Focusing on Imam Khomeini’s (r.a.) letter to Mikhail
Gorbachev, this study offers a philosophical rereading of the concept of the
theologically oriented human as the anthropological foundation of the theology of
resistance. The core issue addressed in this study lies in how the deadlock of the
self-sufficient, material conception of the human within the horizon of modernity
becomes, in Imam Khomeini’s thought, the ground for a transformation in

: the understanding of humanity, meaning, and political action through which
i resistance is elevated from a merely reactive practice to an existential and

theocentric horizon. Methodologically, the study adopts a qualitative approach
based on network oriented thematic analysis in conjunction with Quentin
Skinner’s intentional hermeneutics. Through this analytical process, more than
one hundred initial themes were identified and systematically organized into four
overarching axes: the theologically oriented human and the theology of resistance;
fitrah and monotheistic rationality; the critique of materialist anthropology and
the horizon of sacred meaning; and Islam as a system of epistemic and social
salvation. The findings demonstrate that within this framework, the theologically

i oriented human does not function as a merely ethical ideal, but rather as the pivotal
i axis that integrates meaning, power, and justice within individual and social life.

Accordingly, the theology of resistance is articulated as a coherent theoretical
possibility for confronting the crisis of the modern human and the semantic and
existential ruptures that accompany it.

Keywords: Theology of resistance, Tawhidi (unity-centered or monotheistic)
anthropology, Imam Khomeini, Gorbachev, thematic analysis, Quentin Skinner.
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