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Different interpretations of Islam can have significant impacts on social
orientations within Muslim societies. These impacts become even more
profound when a specific interpretation forms the ideological foundation
of a political system. The Taliban’s interpretation of Islam has imposed
distinct restrictions, obligations, and conditions—particularly affecting
individual lives and societal structures in Afghanistan, especially for
women. On the other hand, Imam Khomeini’s thought exemplifies an
adaptation of Islamic thought to contemporary societal needs, including
women’s roles in public life.

This research compares the status of women in Imam Khomeini’s political

¢ Islam & Salafi Islam. The study employs a documentary method, utilizing
i data derived from legal content, policies, and governance practices
i reported in official news platforms. Key areas of comparison include hijab,

marriage, employment and social participation, political engagement,
womens education, and access to healthcare services.

Findings indicate that the Taliban’s interpretation—claimed to be based
on the traditions of the Prophet (PBUH) & the Caliphs—emphasizes
restricting women’s roles in public and political spheres as well as limiting
their access to essential services. In contrast, Imam Khomeini’s vision,
while upholding women’s dignity & true freedom, recognizes their
significant and comparable social roles alongside men.

Keywords: Political Islam, Imam Khomeini, Salafi Islam, Women’s
Political Participation.
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