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Numerous studies have addressed the presence of women in the Islamic
Revolution from various angles; however, less attention has been paid
to how these women perceive and narrate their own actions — in other

¢ words, their self-image. This article seeks to answer the question: How did

religious revolutionary women perceive their active engagement with the
Islamic Revolution? Using qualitative content analysis & drawing on oral
histories based on the memoirs of revolutionary women, the study explores

¢ this question.
: The findings show that revolutionary women, as conscious agents, did not

see political action as a «right» but as a religious duty. Accordingly, their
social & political activities are interpreted as an extension of their religious
beliefs and a means of spiritual proximity to God. In their narratives,

i there is no emphasis on gender, age, or class boundaries. Rather, duty-

oriented thinking, a non-rigid & adaptive approach based on contextual
understanding, transcending borders, & spiritual depth were identity-
building components in their activism during the revolution.

This composition of categories—responsibility-centeredness, meaning-

: orientation, and a rejection of modern rights-based and appearance-

focused perspectives—Iled to diverse and enduring forms of activism,
independent of pre-existing structures and opportunities, shaping the
self-image of revolutionary women. Other findings include themes such

i as community building, creative and open interaction with the Supreme
i Leader of the Revolution, a post-gender perspective, & an anti-colonial

understanding of hijab. Nonetheless, due to their disinterest in narrating
their own stories, these women remain largely absent from the political
imagination & representation of Iranian women.

. Keywords: Self-image, revolutionary women, religious duty, meaning-

orientation, boundarylessness.
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. Women,Religion and culture in Iran.

. Revolutionary Bodies: Technologies of gender, sex and self in contemporary Iran.
. The Politics of Women's Rights in Iran.

. Performing Islam: Gender and Ritual in Iran.

. Woman and Politics in Iran,Veiling,unveiling and reveiling.
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. Women in Iran: Gender Politics in the Islamic Republic.
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1. Qualitative paradigm
2. Content analysis

3. Emic
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